
         

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 Article: 

Natural Gas: America’s Energy Salvation 

 (By Joseph Shaefer, Sept 6, 2009) 

 

  News Highlights: 

TNB pushes for use of nuclear energy 

(NST Biznews, 1 Sept 2009)  

  Plans to solve power woes with thermal  

  energy       
  (NST, 1 Sept 2009) 

  Shell MDS investing RM319mil to expand  

  wax plant 
  (STARBIZ, 3 Sept 2009) 

   
  BP’s giant oil find reopens debate on  
  supplies 
  (STARBIZ, 4 Sept 2009) 

   
  RM10b bond to fund cable project 
  (STARBIZ, 4 Sept 2009) 

 
  Conoco Phillip Executive: Australia could be  
  biggest LNG exporter 
  (Nasdaq, Thursday 10 Sept 2009)  

 
  Iran Welcomes Foreign Investments in Oil, 
  Gas Sector 
  (IRIB World Service, Thursday 10 Sept 2009) 

 
  Indonesia’s PERTAMINA EP to increase 
  investment to boost oil output 
  (Individual.com, Wednesday 9 Sept 2009)   

 
  UK First – Bus modified for Dual-fuel  
  Biomethane / Diesel 
  (NGV Global, Issue 35, Sept 8 2009) 
 

  ANGVA’s Green Highways 2009 Project  
 Hits the road  
 (NGV Global, Issue 35, 6 Sept 2009) 

  
 Malaysia assists youth to train as  
 NGV installers 
(NGV Global, Issue 35, 7 Sept 2009) 

 
   
 
  
   

 

Conference & Exhibition: 
 
 
Members’ Corner// 

Editorial  

 

 
 
Thanks. 

Muslim’s holy month of Ramadhan is drawing to a close this weekend, signaling 
the arrival of Eidulfitri, better known as Hari Raya in Malaysia. During 
Ramadhan, especially during Iftar (breaking of fast) and Sahur ( pre-dawn meal), 
a man could sometimes find himself unconsciously judging his actions by level 
of importance. For instance, the time that he spends with his friends is 
important, but the time he spends with his family is more important. When he 
knows that everything matters – that every move counts as much as any other 
– he will begin living the life of a permanent purpose, which can make a person 
a better parent, a better spouse and a more valuable friend. His productivity 
and financial success will soar to new heights while the old days of uncertainty, 
doubt, and depression fade into the past. When one lives in a permanent 
purpose, sales figures soars, team chemistry thrives, decisions become wiser 
and more cautious. And these are just a few examples of what will happen 
because when we understand that every action matters, every result of our 
actions immediately improves. Simply put, our hope for our families, our 
businesses, our nation, and our world is an incredible life of permanent purpose 
that can be achieved when at last we understand. 
 
MGA Secretariat would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Selamat 
Hari Raya Idulfitri, Mohon maaf zahir dan batin. 
 

Zenorai Rambli 
Secretary-General MGA 
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“We are not sure 

whether 20 years from 

now PETRONAS will be 

able to continue to 

supply gas to TNB” 

Malaysia will have its maiden nuclear power plant 15 years from the day it starts working 

on the project, Tenaga Nasional Bhd. (TNB) president and chief executive officer Datuk 

Seri Che Khalib Mohamed Noh said.  

The national electric utility is pushing for the use of nuclear energy to head off a power 

crunch expected in the future, and has asked for a decision from the government around 

2013. 

Che Khalib, however, stressed that TNB would not simply ñjump into developing a 

nuclear power plantò as an easy way out to meet future energy demand. 

It would do so only when the countryôs main fuel energy sources are exhausted.  

Such requirement appears imminent as our gas reserve is depleting fast, while coal ï an 

imported energy source ï is getting scarce, making it more costly to buy. 

ñWe are not sure whether 20 years from now PETRONAS (Petroliam Nasional Bhd.) will 

be able to continue to supply gas to us,ò Che Khalib said in an interview in Kuala Lumpur 

in conjunction with TNBôs 60
th
 anniversary, which falls today. 

At present, TNBôs power generation is a mix of about 60 per cent gas, more than 30 per 

cent coal and about 10 per cent hydro. 

Che Khalib said the long planning for a nuclear plant is inevitable as it involves lengthy 

public relations (PR) campaign, site identification, international approval and 

construction of the plant itself. 

ñThis is similarly experienced in South Korea (when it started its first nuclear programme 

years ago). 

ñIt should take about two to three years to identify the site and to do PR exercise to 

convince the public that a nuclear plant is safe and more cost-savings and efficient. 

ñAfter that, we need another two or three years to get approval from the international 

nuclear energy. The agency will do an audit to ensure that our nuclear development 

programme is not abused for other purposes than to generate energy. 

ñLastly, the construction of the plant itself will take about seven to eight years. If we are 

to build any subsequent units after that, the development time will then be shorter,ò he 

explained. 

Another prerequisite for nuclear development to succeed is having qualified personnel. 

Che Khalib does not think that Malaysians are incapable of handling their own nuclear 

plant.  

ñThe nuclear subject is not new to us. The country has been sending people overseas to 

study various aspects of nuclear for the past 30 years. Itôs just that we have not had a 

nuclear plant. (But) we have capable individuals,ò he said.  

 

 

  

  

TNB pushes for use of nuclear energy 
Source: NST Biznews, 1 Sept 2009 
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Plans to solve power woes with thermal energy 
Source: NST, 1 Sept 2009 

KOTA KINABALU: Chief Minister Datuk Seri Musa Aman yesterday reiterated the 

governmentôs assurance to resolve power disruptions in the east coast of the state, with 

the plan to build a thermal power plant in Tawau. 

ñWe are looking into every avenue,ò he said when asked on the state governmentôs 

possibility of harnessing thermal energy from the Andrassy Forest Reserve in Tawau. 

Deputy Chief Minister Datuk Peter Pang has been quoted as saying that the plant, 

expected to generate some 100MW of electricity, was being considered under the Sabah 

Development Corridor plan. 

On Liberal Democratic Party president Datuk Liew Vui Keongôs statement that the 

electricity problem was a political time bomb, Musa said: ñIôve asked Sabah Electricity 

Sdn Bhd to look into the matter as soon as possible. Among others, we will be getting a 

new generator set to help overcome the problem.ò 

Liew, who is Sandakan Member of Parliament, had also said that if the electricity 

problem in Sandakan was not overcome soon, it would adversely affect Barisan Nasional 

in the next election. 

The state government has been trying to resolve the power woes plaguing the 

community for years. A proposed coal-fired plant in the east coast of the state was 

opposed by local leaders and non-governmental organisations on environmental 

grounds. - Bernama 

Dick Benschop... 

“There is a growing 

market for this unique 

product” 

Shell MDS investing RM319million to expand wax plant 

Source: STARBIZ, 3 Sept 2009 

 

 PETALING JAYA: Shell MDS (M) Sdn Bhd is investing some US$90mil (RM319mil) to 

build a wax facility at its gas-to-liquids (GTL) plant in Bintulu. 

Managing Director, Dick Benschop said the wax plant expansion was a key development 

project for Shell MDS as it would enable the GTL plant to double its current wax output. 

ñThere is a growing market for this unique product. We will strengthen our position as a 

leading producer of high quality waxes,ò he said in a statement yesterday. 

Shell MDS is part of the Royal Dutch Shell Group and is the owner and operator of the 

GTL plant in Bintulu. 

A Shell group spokesman told StarBiz that construction had begun at the new wax plant 

after its groundbreaking ceremony on August 18 with completion by 2011. 

ñThe investment will use Shell MDSô internally generated funds and be staggered over 

three years,ò he said. 

According to the spokesman, the GTL plant had the capacity to produce 14,700 barrels 

of gas-to-liquid products per day at present. 

ñGTL waxes form a significant portion of the plantôs production currently. The sale of 

waxes also contributes significantly to Shell MDSô revenue,ò he said, but declined to 

reveal Shell MDSô revenue figures. 

Benschop said the project demonstrated Shellôs continued commitment to Shell MDS 

and Malaysia. 

ñI am pleased to share that majority of the contracts and jobs involved in this expansion 

project will be awarded to local companies,ò he added. Top page 
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The project will involve about 30 Malaysian companies and 500 Malaysians acting as 

design consultants, vendors, material suppliers and construction contractors in the 

project team. 

Since 1993, about US$1bil (RM3.5bil) has been spent on the plant sited on 40.5ha. 

Shell MDSô waxes are used in a wide range of industrial applications such as hot-melt 

adhesives, printing inks, packaging, fibreboards, PVC lubricants, plastic processing, 

candles and coatings. 

PETALING JAYA: Tenaga Nasional Bhd. (TNB) and other members of the consortium 

responsible for the Bakun transmission cable project are likely to raise RM10bil worth of 

bonds on a staggered basis to fund the eight-year job. 

[more] 

 

BPõs giant oil find reopens debate on supplies 

Source: STARBIZ, 4 Sept 2009 

RM10b bonds to fund cable project 
Source: STARBIZ, 4 Sept 2009 

“BP’s giant Tiber 

discovery in 1,250m of 

water was particularly 

exciting because it 

promised to open up a 

whole new area.” 

  

LONDON: BP has reopened the debate on when the ñpeak oilò supply will be reached 

by announcing a big new discovery in the Gulf of Mexico which some believe could be 

as large as the Forties, the biggest field ever found in the North Sea. 

The strike comes days after Iran unveiled an even larger find of 8.8 billion barrels of 

crude oil, and the moves have encouraged sceptics of theories which say that peak 

production has been reached, or soon will be, to hail a new golden age of exploration 

and supply. 

BP, already the largest producer of hydrocarbons in the United States, said its ñgiantò 

Tiber discovery in 1,250m of water was particularly exciting because it promised to 

open up a whole new area. 

ñTiber represents BPôs second material discovery in the emerging lower tertiary play in 

the Gulf of Mexico, following our earlier Kaskida discovery,ò said Andy Inglis, chief 

executive of exploration and production. ñThese material discoveries, together with our 

industry-leading acreage position, support the continuing growth of our deepwater 

Gulf of Mexico business into the second half of the next decade.ò 

Analyst agreed the find appeared to be very significant. ñAny time an oil major uses 

the word ógiantô you have to sit up and take note. Kaskida confirmed the Western limits 

of the lower tertiary play and this extends the limits even further,ò said Matt Snyder, a 

Gulf of Mexico specialist at oil consultancy Wood Mackenzie. 

Fadel Gheit, an equity analyst at the Oppenheimer brokerage in New York, said the 

discovery was a ñbig feather in BPôs cap and reaffirms their leading position in the 

deep water Gulf of Mexicoò. 

BP itself believes that Tiber is bigger than the prospect on the nearby Kaskida field 

found in 2006, which has around three billion barrels of oil reserves in place, while 

industry experts said Tiber might be as large as Forties, which has four billion barrels. 

ï Guardian.        

Top page 

http://biz.thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2009/9/4/business/4650353&sec=business
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5th Asian Pipeline Conference & Exhibition (APCE 09)  
28-29 October 2009, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia  

 
From 28-29 October 2009, participants drawn from pipeline owners and operators,  
contractors, engineering companies and providers of pipeline products and services  
will converge at the 5th Asian Pipeline Conference and Exhibition.  
 
"Optimising Pipeline Performance by Harnessing Our Human Capital" is the theme  
chosen for this year. It recognises the challenges in optimising pipeline assets,  
challenging product mixes and maintaining pipeline flows in difficult operating  
environments. 
 

The annual Asian Pipeline Conference and Exhibition (APCE ), jointly organized by MGA and the ASCOPE 

Gas Centre , since its inauguration in 2005 has been receiving overwhelming response as there has been no 
event like it in the region that is focused on the many aspects of  natural gas & oil pipeline as shared by 

professionals from credible authorities. This yearôs APCE 2009 promises a return to the industry in a bigger 
way as there are many issues at hand for meaningful deliberation. Moreover, it will be held for the first 

time outside Kuala Lumpur ; this October 28 -29 will lure participants to come to exhilarating Kota 

Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia, a location best known as ñthe Land Below The Windò 
 

 

 
 

Conference & Exhibition 

For more details, please visit its 
website. Registration form could 
be downloaded from there. 
 

http://www.ascopegas.com.my/ascopewss/agc/default.aspx
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Membersõ Corner

  About Our Organizationé 

Malaysian Gas Association 
Etiqa Twins,  

Level 20, 
Tower 1, 

No.11 Jalan Pinang, 
50450 Kuala Lumpur. 

 
PHONE: 

603-2171 3500 
 

FAX: 
603-2171 3535 

 

Weôre on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.malaysiangas.com 

Top page 


