
         

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
News Highlights: 

 

 2 weeks news: 

Joint investment fund (RM8.71bil) in O&G    
sectors between Malaysia & Saudi Arabia 
 (NST, 1 Oct 2009) 

 

Coal-fired power plant not a good idea 

 (STAR Biznews, 23 Sept 2009) 

 

Power woes to ease in Sabah   

  (STAR Biznews, 20 Sept 2009) 

  
Chevron gives LNG project green light 
 (STARBIZ, 15 Sept 2009) 

 
Green light for coal-fired power plant 

(STAR Biznews, 14 Sept 2009)  

 

 IMPSA eyes RM1bil hydro-power plant jobs 
 (STAR Biznews, 14 Sept 2009) 
 
  
 

Saving our Environment:  
 
 Energy with a peel:                                      

Onion waste is key ingredient in a fuel recipe 
    (STAR, 4 Aug 2009) 
 
   
 

 Health 
 
 Stop eating dried cuttlefish 
 (STAR, 30 Sept 2009) 

   
   
 
  
   

 

Conference & Exhibition: 
 
 

Members’ Corner// 

Editorial  

MGA Secretariat would like to extend “Selamat Hari Raya Eidulfitri, 
Mohon Maaf Zahir & Batin” to everyone. Hopefully, the Eidulfitri that we 
have celebrated recently was indeed an enriching one. 
 
Within this week, MGA will dispatch about 115 members, travelling to 
Buenos Aires, Argentina to be involved in 24th World Gas Conference 
(WGC) which will be held from 5 to 9 October 2009. Very importantly, 
on 9th October 2009, Datuk (Dr.) Abdul Rahim Hj. Hashim will be 
installed as the President of International Gas Union (IGU) for Triennium 
2009 to 2012, replacing Mr. Ernesto Lopez Anadon, the current 
President of IGU from Argentina. 
 
Just to highlight to everyone, the followings are the events that MGA 
will be organising this year before the year ends: 
 

1. MGA Hari Raya Open House to be held on 22nd October 2009 
 

2. 5th Asian Pipeline Conference & exhibition (APCE 2009) to be held 
on 28 to 29 October 2009 in Sutera Harbour Resort, Kota Kinabalu, 
Sabah. Registration is still open. 

 
3. Industry Dinner on Friday, 13th November 2009 to be organised 

jointly by MGA, MOGEC, MOGSC, OSFAM and VDP Club in KLCC 
Convention Centre.   
Contact Ms. Eallind at 03-2171 3488 for booking of tables.  
 

4. 9th ASCOPE Conference from 18 to 20 November 2009 in Bangkok. 
 

5. MGA Charity Golf 2009 on 5 December 2009, KGSAAS, Shah Alam. 
 

6. MGA to host GASEX Steering Committee Meeting in Malacca from 
7 to 9 December 2009 

 
7. Members’ Technical Visit to Gas & Petrochemical Plants, Bintulu 

on from 14 to 16 December 2009. 
Call Ms. Chai at 03-2171 3466 for registration  

 
Thank you and best regards, 

 

Zenorai Rambli 
Secretary-General MGA 
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http://www.nst.com.my/Current_News/NST/articles/20091001075027/Article/index_html
http://www.nst.com.my/Current_News/NST/articles/20091001075027/Article/index_html
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2009/9/23/focus/4762845&sec=focus
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2009/9/20/nation/4753883&sec=nation
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2009/9/14/nation/4710312&sec=nation
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2009/9/14/maritime/4694479&sec=maritime
http://thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2009/9/30/nation/4811034&sec=nation
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After more than 20 years farming onions, Steve Gill still breaks out in tears at his 

processing facility. Only now heôs crying all the way to the bank. 

He recently began using juice from his pungent crop to create energy to run his 

refrigerators and lighting. Thatôs slicing US$700,000(RM2.52mil) annually off the 

electricity bill at his 5.6ha plant in Oxnard, northwest of Los Angeles. Heôs also saving 

US$400,000 (RM1.44mil) a year on disposal costs. And he has secured more than 

US$3mil (RM10.8mil) in government and power company incentives to do it. 

Gill figures the US$9.5mil (RM34.2mil) system will pay for itself in fewer than six years 

while eliminating up to 30,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide-equivalent emissions a year. 

 ñIt was first a business decision to solve a waste problem,ò said Gill, who co-owns the 

company with his brother David. ñBut in doing so, we solved a lot of environmental 

problem too.ò 

Gill Onions is one of a small but growing cadre of American companies generating their 

own electricity onsite with waste from their production processes. In addition to plant 

material, companies are using a variety of feedstock include animal manure, vegetable 

oil, whey ï even beer. 

The massive upfront costs limit the appeal of these so-called closed-loop systems. But 

volatile energy prices and the rising cost of waste disposal are compelling more outfits to 

take a look.  

Farmers and processors in Californiaôs agricultural industry in particular are looking for 

ways to save money and reduce their environmental footprint, said Sonia Salas, science 

and technology manager for the Western Growers Association. ñMany growers want 

technology that helps them handle waste,ò she said. ñThis is a concept that other 

operations can definitely use.ò 

The system at Gills Onions converts methane from fermented onion juice into energy 

burned in two onsite fuel cells. The company has farms throughout California that send 

onions year-round to the Oxnard plant, where they are skinned, diced, sliced or 

packaged whole in a numbingly frigid facility by 400 employees. 

 The vegetables are shipped all over the country to wholesalers and retailers including 

major grocery chains. Machines slice off about 40% of each onion. That leaves 150 

tonnes a day to become waste. For years, the Gills spread these leavings as fertiliser 

over their fields or sold them as cattle feed. But the refuse was expensive to handle, and 

it posed a hazard to the atmosphere and ground water. So the brothers decided to turn it 

into energy instead. 

Machines extract around 140,000 litres of onion juice that is sent to a holding tank kept 

at a toasty 35oC. Inside, bacteria purchased from a beer factory produce methane gas 

by feasting on the carbohydrates in the fermenting juice. The gas is purified, 

dehumidified and compressed, then burned in the fuel cells at temperature that exceed 

537
o
C. The 600 kilowatt system produces enough power to operate the plantôs 

refrigeration units and lighting. 

The Gills are also looking into installing a battery at the plant that can store excess 

electricity from the fuel cells. Reserve energy could be used during peak summer hours 

in the summer, when electricity is especially expensive.
 
      

(Continued in the next pageé) 

 

 

  

  

Energy with a peel 
Onion waste is now the key ingredient in a fuel recipe 
 
Source: STAR, 4 August 2009 

 

 

 

 

 
New energy source: Steve Gill 
at his companyôs onion 
processing plant in Oxnard, 
California, where waste from the 
vegetable is used to produce 
enough electricity for its 
refrigerators and lighting 
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PERTH: Chevron Corp and its partners gave a formal green light to building the Gorgon 

liquefied natural gas project in Australia, the worldôs biggest new development, at a 

lower-than-estimated cost of US$37bil. 

Mondayôs final investment decision, widely expected after the project cleared a series of 

key regulatory hurdles last month following years of review, is the starting gun on a 

project that will generate huge revenues for contractors and deliver some 8% of the 

worldôs LNG when it begin production in 2014.  

The decision underscores a growing appetite for gas in the Asia-Pacific region and 

heralds a shift in the hierarchy of Asian customers that will see China overtake Japan as 

the dominant LNG buyer, a strategic position that gives China increased bargaining 

power as it chooses which project to back. 

Chevron put a price tag of A$43bil (US$37bil) on the first 15 million tonne per year phase 

of the project, some 14% less than cost estimated by the government several months 

ago, and said the partners would decide within a year whether to add two further 

production units on Barrow Island, from an initial three, to expand output. ï Reuters. 

 

 

Chevron gives LNG project green light 
Source: STARBIZ, 15 Sept 2009 

ñI didnôt want to depend on anyone taking my waste for me,ò Gill said. ñIt was my 
problem, and I had to solve it. Itôs a relief to find a solution.ò 
 
While producing biofuel for a single companyôs closed-loop system is one thing, 
integrating the energy into the public grid is still a prohibitively expensive and difficult 
endeavor.  Fuel from organic matter, such as crushed palm nuts or fermented wheat, is 
rarely pure enough to blend into commercial energy sources. So companies would have 
to sink funds into cleaning the bio-gas, and then invest in pipeline or other delivery 
system to hook the fuel into the national pool. 
 
And even large companies would struggle to produce enough fuel to make a significant 
contribution. The drawbacks make many experts skeptical of the large-scale potential of 
any bio-gas. 
 
Meanwhile, Gills Onions is keeping its eco-friendly aspirations close to home. Gill hopes 
to turn the Oxnard plant into a zero-waste facility by employeesô lunch leftovers. The 
company even cleans its own wastewater and funnels it into a cooling tower. ñWe 
consider this a long term investment for the company,ò Gill said.  
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Last 25 Days to Register for the  
5th Asian Pipeline Conference & Exhibition 2009  
October 28-29, Sutera Harbour Resort, Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia  
 
Key Industry Players Participation  
¶ Det Norske VERITAS  
¶ ROSEN  
¶  PETRONAS  
¶ International Gas Union IGU  
¶ GE Oil and Gas  
¶ Clock Spring    

 

Don't miss the opportunity, you cannot afford to miss this event:  
¶ Key HR, Training issues and challenges for pipeline industry  
¶ Challenges in optimising pipeline assets, challenging product mixes and maintaining pipeline flows  
¶  Latest technology developments in integrity management and intelligent pigging 

 
Have you registered? Time is running out. Participants are coming from Malaysia,  
Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia, Norway, Australia, Korea, Singapore, Hong Kong,  
Myanmar, etc. 

 
Exciting line-up of exhibitors in the pipeline industry also awaits you such as  
Clock Spring, Scomi Natco, Sabah Sarawak Gas Pipeline Project, PJ Energy Services,  
RWNA Engineering and WASCO Energy.  

 

The annual Asian Pipeline Conference and Exhibition (APCE ), jointly organized by MGA  and the ASCOPE 
Gas Centre , since its inauguration in 2005 has been receiving overwhelming response as there has been no 

event like it in the region that is focused on the many aspects of natural gas & oil pipeline as shared by 
professionals from credible  authorities. This yearôs APCE 2009 promises a return to the industry in a bigger 

way as there are many issues at hand for meaningful deliberation. Moreover, it will be held for the first 

time outside Kuala Lumpur ; this October 28 -29 will lure participant s to come to exhilarating Kota 
Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia, a location best known as ñthe Land Below The Windò 

 

Conference & Exhibition 

  

Top page 

Dear all MGA members,  

 

Deloitte will convene a 35th Tax Management Seminar on 29th October 2009 (Thursday) at One World Hotel. In 

collaboration with MGA, we will offer discounted seminar rate to members of RM 790 per participant.  

 

Donõt miss out on the forum of prominent panellists and the live Deloitte Theatre ð learn tax the fun way!  

 

(More details in the attachment file .) 
 
______________________________________________ 
 
Deloitte ï Malaysia Transfer Pricing Firm of the Year 
International Tax Review Asia Tax Awards 2008 
______________________________________________ 

For more details, please visit its 
website. Registration form could 
be downloaded from there. 
 

http://www.ascopegas.com.my/ascopewss/agc/default.aspx
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Membersõ Corner

  About Our Organizationé 

Malaysian Gas Association 
Etiqa Twins,  

Level 20, 
Tower 1, 

No.11 Jalan Pinang, 
50450 Kuala Lumpur. 

 
PHONE: 

603-2171 3500 
 

FAX: 
603-2171 3535 

 

Weôre on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.malaysiangas.com 

  

Dear all MGA members,  

Maps & Globe Specialist Distributor Sdn Bhd. is pleased to distribute the NEW 

PUBLICATION of ôOIL & GAS MAPS- INDONESIA 2009õ. 

Come and collect the map personally f rom 1st ð 9th OCT 2009, 10am to 5pm on 

your company staff (with an authorized letter) at:  

 Maps & Globe Specialist Distributor Sdn Bhd  
 18- 1A, Jalan Pandan 2/2  
 Pandan Jaya  
 55100 Kuala Lumpur  
 Malaysia  
  

 (First come, first served basis . Contact Ms. Rosniwati at 03-9282 8677)  

 Sample of map: as below  
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QUOTES ON POLITICS 
(Members are invited to share information and ideas, however the Editor has the right to accept or 

reject for publication) 

A man of 90 years old, a staunch Republican all his life, was 
experiencing failing health. When his doctor confirmed the end was not 
far off, he asked his son to take him to the courthouse so he could 
change his voter registration form Republican to Democrat. The young 
man protested, and reminded his father of the leadership positions he 
held in the Republican Party and his strong party feelings. Finally the 
old man replied to his sonôs scolding, ñSon, if someone has to die, it 
might as well be one of them!ò    -  Larry Wilde 
 
 
Politicians are the same all over, they promise to build a bridge even 
when there is no river.    - Nikita Khrushchev (1894-1971) 
 
 
He knows nothing; he thinks he knows everything ï that clearly points 
to a political career.   - George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950) 
 
 
 
 
 
 


