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Editorial’s Note 

 

  

March 2010 Edition 

News Highlights: 

MGA Tea-Talk Session: 
Iraqi Petroleum Potential  

& 
 Opportunities 

25
th

 February 2010 

Dear Honored Members of MGA, 
 
First and foremost, on behalf of the MGA Secretariat, may I wish a belated 
Very Happy Lunar New Year to our Chinese members.  May the Year of the 
Tiger bring much more “tiger$” to all. 
 
In any case, this tigerly effect is hopefully able to resurrect  greater interest 
by members to increase their participation in the following events that MGA 
will be organising for members throughout the year: 
 
                    Event                                *Date                                      *Venue 

Tea-Talk 14 July MPC / Impiana Hotel 

Annual General 
Meeting 

12 May MPC / Impiana Hotel 

Annual Golf 15 May Saujana Golf 
Hari Raya Open 

House 
6 Oct Impiana Hotel / Sheraton 

Technical Visit 
(Local) 

June Terengganu 

6th APCE 13 – 14 October Nikko Hotel 
Technical Visit  

(Regional) 
27 – 29 Nov Taiwan 

Industry Dinner 4 Dec Royal Chulan 
Charity Golf 4 Dec The Mines 
MGA Forum TBD KL Convex / Novotel 

 

These international corporate events also would be useful for members to 
participate to benefit from knowledge and networking: 
 

LNG 16 18 – 21 April Oran, Algiers 
IndoCBM2010 28 – 29 April Jakarta, Indonesia 

AOGC 6 – 8 June KL Convex 
IndoPipe 9 – 10 June Jakarta, Indonesia 

GASEX 2010 24 – 26 Nov Taipei, Taiwan 
                 
                  * Tentative dates and venues are subjected to changes where applicabl e.  

 
Lest we forget, The Formula One will be held at Sepang in the weekend of 3rd 
and 4th April. Have you purchased your ticket? 
 
Cheers. 
 

Zenorai Rambli 
Secretary -General , MGA  

 
 
 

 

¶ Malaysia still committed to selling 
biodiesel nationwide 

    (Business Times, 27 Jan 2010) 
 

¶ Green Tech, the way forward for 
Malaysia 
(Bernama, 27 Jan 2010) 
 

¶ Financial boost for green 
technology era 
(New Strait Times, 27 Jan 2010) 
 

¶ Felda tapping biomass waste to the 
max 
(STAR, 22 Feb 2010) 
 

¶ Putrajaya goes green 
(The Sun, 22 Feb 2010) 
 

¶ Malaysia to explore renewable gas 
potential 
(Business Times, 1 March 2010) 

Membersô Corner 

Conferences & Exhibitions 
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http://www.wgc2012.com/
http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v5/newsbusiness.php?id=471254
http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v5/newsbusiness.php?id=471254
http://biz.thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2010/2/22/business/5709445&sec=business
http://biz.thestar.com.my/news/story.asp?file=/2010/2/22/business/5709445&sec=business
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MGA Tea-Talk:  

Iraqi Petroleum Potential & Opportunities 
Malaysian Petroleum Club (MPC), Thursday, 25th February 2010, 3.00 p.m. 
 
 

 

-'! ÈÏÓÔÅÄ Á ÔÁÌË ÏÎ Ȱ)ÒÁÑÉ 0ÅÔÒÏÌÅÕÍ 0ÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ /ÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȱ ÏÎ 
25 th  February, 2010 at  the Malaysian Petroleum Club (MPC), Level 42, 
Tower 2, PETRONAS Twin Towers. More than 80 members and guests 
attended this event where Mr Sabah Al Shammery, Chairman of the 
SAPCO Group and Board Member of the Iraqi Businessmen Union 
(IBMU), Mr Amir K. Ism ail, Executive Manager, Mrooj Oil Services 
Company and Mr Adel Al -Badri, Technical Manager, Mrooj Oil Services 
Company, shared on the commercial and technical opportunities lie in 
Iraqi.  
 
4ÈÅ ÔÁÌËȟ Ȱ)ÒÁÑÉ 0ÅÔÒÏÌÅÕÍ 0ÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÁÎÄ /ÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓȱȟ ÉÓ ÁÉÍÅÄ ÁÔ 
offering a dialogue of cooperation between IBMU and MGA members 
ÁÎÄ ÇÕÅÓÔÓ ȟ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒÌÙ )ÒÁÑÉȭÓ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÂÙ -ÁÌÁÙÓÉÁÎ 
oil and gas players as well as related services providers.  This event is 
also hoped to intensify contacts between Iraqi  and Malaysian oil and gas 
ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÖÉÅ× ÏÆ )ÒÁÑȭÓ ÐÌÁÎ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ÐÅÁÃÅÆÕÌÌÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÐÌÁÙÅÒÓ 
to expand its development in the said field in the next five years where 
Iraq will be producing some 10 to 12 million barrels of oil per day.  
 
Security in t he country is improving and the government has allocated 
USD83 million budget for reconstruction and developmental plans. 
There is vast potential for partnerships in joint ventures for the 
provision of services, supplies and expertise for infrastructure, 
facilities, amenities, pharmaceuticals, and technology.  
 
The speakers shared insights on doing business in Iraqi, the new 
procedures in invitation for tenders and bidding mechanism and invited 
interested parties to visit the following websites and to conta ct them for 
more details.   
 
¶ Al-Mrooj Company. Click here  
¶ Iraqi Businessmen Union. Click here 
¶ SAPCO Group website. Click here  

http://www.mroojoil.com/
http://www.ibmu-iq.com/e-aboutus.htm
http://www.shammery.com/main.html
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MALAYSIA is still committed to selling biodiesel nationwide, despite 
delays in the plan and a high palm oil price. 
 
The government had initially set January 1 as the deadline to sell B5 
biodiesel, a mixture of 5 per cent palm oil and 95 per cent diesel at all 
petrol stations nationwide. 
 
"We're still looking to go for the full B5," Plantation Industries and 
Commodities Minister Tan Sri Bernard Dompok told reporters after 
presenting his keynote address at a conference in Kuala Lumpur 
yesterday. 
 
Once the government finalises the price of B5, the fuel will initially be 
sold in Selangor, Negeri Sembilan, Pahang and Johor. 
 
This will happen this year, Dompok said, declining to give a specific 
date. 
 
The Cabinet needs to decide if consumers will have to pay extra for B5. 
The fuel has an extra cost of four sen a litre, which is mainly the cost to 
transport and blend the mixture. 
"That is in the Cabinet Paper that I'm preparing. The Cabinet will need 
to deliberate on whether to pass on the extra cost to diesel consumers 
or to the oil companies or absorb it as subsidy," he said. 
 
Currently, there are a handful of biodiesel plants in active operation. 
They are spread out in Pasir Gudang, Kuantan, Lumut and Lahad Datu. 
 
These plants, which are built at seaports, are far away from towns and 
cities of high population. It costs extra money to transport biodiesel to 
the fuel depots to be blended with ordinary diesel. 
 
Oil companies like Petroliam Nasional Bhd, Shell, Esso, Caltex and 
BHPetrol are positive on retailing biodiesel at the pumps, but when it 
comes to absorbing blending cost at all 36 fuel depots nationwide, they 
remain hesitant. 
 
"If there was no consideration for subsidy, it would have been easier 
for the government to implement the B5 mandate," Dompok said. 
 
Four months ago, when palm oil prices were trading at around 
RM2,000 per tonne, the minister hinted that the government may 
reduce the biodiesel blend mandate to B3 to save on subsidies. 
 
At that time, the subsidy for full implementation of B5 mandate was 
estimated to cost RM250 million a year. 
 

Malaysia still committed to selling biodiesel nationwide 
(Business Times, 27 Jan 2010) 
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PUTRAJAYA: In keeping with the government's commitment to develop 
green technology, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak officially launched 
the Green Technology Financing Scheme here yesterday.  
 
"The government will play its role, covering two per cent of the loan's interest 
rate and providing a guarantee of 60 per cent on financing. The remaining 40 
per cent will be covered by banks," Najib said at the launch of the RM1.5 
billion scheme. 
 
He unveiled the scheme at the tabling of Budget 2010 last year. 
 
The fund will provide soft loans to companies that supply and utilise green 
technology, especially those in the energy, water and waste management 
sector. 
 
The participating banks include Bank Pembangunan, SME Bank, Agrobank, 
Bank Rakyat, EXIM Bank and Bank Simpanan Nasional. 
 
"The launch of the green technology financing scheme is an important 
milestone. The investment of RM1.5 billion will encourage business 
investment in green technology, green construction and innovation."  
He said 186 companies had submitted applications since the start of the 
scheme at the beginning of the year. 
 
"I have confidence in the long term strengths and benefits of this scheme for 
companies that invest in green technology as well as financial institutions 
that see green technology as a smart, strategic investment. 
 
"This is the role of the financing scheme -- to stimulate investment and the 
development of Malaysia's green technology marketplace. That, in turn, will 
support business growth, job creation and prosperity." 
 
Earlier yesterday, Najib chaired the first National Green Technology Council 
meeting.  
 
He said the council would guide the implementation of green technology 
policies and the development of legal and regulatory requirements. It would 
also streamline and coordinate overlapping roles of various ministries in 
relation to green technology. 
 
At yesterday's meeting, the council, as part of its National Green Technology 
Policy effort, decided to work towards making Putrajaya and Cyberjaya green 
centres within a short time.  
 
Najib said the winners in the new century would only be those who 
succeeded in mastering green technology and sustainable energy. 
 
"This is not an option. This is a reality all nations must face and go through. I 
would like to restate that the use of green technology and renewable energy 
are an integral part of the government's and national agendas." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial boost for green technology era 
(New Strait Times, 27 Jan 2010) 
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Descriptions  The Energy, Green Technology and Water Ministry will explore the 
possibility of Peninsular Malaysia using renewable natural gas from 
biogas plants installed at palm oil mills. 
 

Country  Malaysia  

 
Content  
 

 
The Energy, Green Technology and Water Ministry will explore the 
possibility of Peninsular Malaysia using renewable natural gas from 
biogas plants installed at palm oil mills. 

On one hand, Peninsular Malaysia faces gas shortage and on the other, 
palm oil mills are encouraged to capture methane gas from palm oil mill 
effluent to reduce air pollution. 
 
"It is an interesting suggestion that the pipelines that carry gas to 
facilities using the fuel be also used for methane gas generated from the 
palm oil industry," said Energy, Green Technology and Water Minister 
Datuk Seri Peter Chin Fah Kui. 
 
"I will certainly explore this possibility," the minister replied via his blog 
at http://peterchin.my to questions recently posted by Business Times. 
 
According to the Malaysian Palm Oil Board, there are 417 palm oil mills 
in the country, of which 246 are in Peninsular Malaysia. 

Tenaga Nasional Bhd (TNB), a major user of natural gas in the generation 
of power is receptive to the concept but stressed that it is important for 
the government to assess whether it is economically viable to generate 
the amount of gas needed by consumers. 
 
"It has potential, Malaysia can consider this option but it must be 
economically viable. If palm oil millers can generate the kind of volume 
we need at affordable rates, it would be good for natural gas users like 
us," TNB president and chief executive officer Datuk Che Khalib Mohd 
Noh said in an interview when met in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. 
 
Currently, the machines that turn agriculture waste like palm oil mill 
effluent and animal manure into renewable natural gas are first 
generation products. They now take about a month to generate a 
reasonable amount of gas. 
 
Scientists and engineers are working on a second generation equipment 
that could do this 10 times faster, or in just three days. 
 

Subject Renewable Energy: Biofuels 

Malaysia to explore renewable gas potential 
(Business Times, 2 March 2010) 
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http://peterchin.my/
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PUTRAJAYA: The countryôs administrative capital is going green. 
 
For  a start, the Prime Ministerôs Office Complex will be turned into a green building this year, and 
Putrajayaôs first commercial energy-effcient building expected to be completed by 2012 will make it 
the pioneer green city in the country. 
 
Putrajaya Holdings Sdn Bhd (PjH) project management division general manager Hassan Ramadi 
said Prime Minister, Datuk Seri Najib Abdul Razak will launch a project next month to convert his 
office into a green building. 
 
ñWe will have to do some retrofitting to change or modify its mechanical and electrical system, that 
is, the air-conditioning and lighting, to make it more energy efficient,ò he said. 
 
Hassan said retrofitting would take about six months as it will not involve heavy renovation works or 
extra-sun-shading devices because the complex was already designed to meet this need. 
 
ñThe design of the building, which is pigeon hole-like, allows less light to come in and less heat 
going into the building,ò he said. 
 
Meanwhile, another energy efficient building in design and building material is also coming up in 
Putrajaya ï the Energy Commissionôs (EC) Diamond Building, now under construction. 
 
PjH planned to lease the commercial green building, when completed, to both government agencies 
as well as local and multinational companies (MNC); however, there could be some difficulties 
attracting MNCs, Hassan said. 
 
ñPutrajaya does not have a cybercity status, so IT companies will not get tax incentives.  But we 
have applied for it and anticipate getting it within a couple of months.  With that, we believe we 
would be able to attract MNCs,ò he said. 
 
The 2010 Budget targeted Putrajaya and Cyberjaya to be developed as pioneer township in green 
technology. 
 
Building owners or developers who obtain Green Building Index (GBI) certification between Oct 24, 
2009 and Dec 31, 2014 will be given tax exemption equivalent to the additional capital expenditure 
in obtaining the certificate. 
 
Hassan explained that the orientation of a green building must be right as it should not too much 
direct sunlight so that air conditioning consumption can be reduced. 
 
ñIf the building faces west, there is a lot of heat coming in from the afternoon sun. Normally, we 
orientate it to face north-south and we put a lot of sun-shading devices on the side facing the sun. 
 
ñSo, even with a glass building, the glass acts like a brick wall, because it is double glazed with a 
vacuum in-between, like aeroplane windows,ò he said. 
 
The GBI, launched last year, is Malaysiaôs green rating tool for buildings to promote sustainability in 
built environmental developmental context. 
 
Another green rating tool for the tropics is Singaporeôs Green Mark, which was made mandatory in 
2005 for all new buildings in the republic as part of submission to get certification. 
 
The ECôs diamond-shaped building, designed slanting downwards and inwards to provide self-
shading and including rain-water harvesting as one of its sustainable strategies, is aimed to achieve 
the highest rating of Platinum under the Green Mark.     
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top page 

Putrajaya goes green 
(The Sun, 22 Feb 2010) 
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8
th 

International Exhibition 
for Energy Industry 
Karachi, Pakistan 
(19 – 22 May 2010) 

(More) 

 

 

 
 

World LNG Series:              
Americas Summit 

San Antonio 
(16 – 18 March, 2010) 

(More) 

 
3

rd
 Annual Asia Pacific Unconventional Gas Summit 

Beijing, China 
(30 – 31 March, 2010) 

(More) 

 
 

 
 

INDO CBM 2010 
The 3

RD
 International Conference 
Jakarta, Indonesia 

(28 – 29 April, 2010) 

(More) 

 
 

 
 

16
th

 International Conference 
 & Exhibition 
Oran, Algeria 

(18 – 21 April, 2010)  
 (More) 

 

 
 

2010 Global Oil and Gas Pipeline Congress 
Beijing, China 

(17 – 21 May, 2010) 
(More) 

 

 
 

Offshore Australasia 
Conference 2010 
Perth, Australia 

(13 – 15 April, 2010) 
(More) 
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                                                                                                                                   CCoonnffeerreenncceess  &&  EExxhhiibbiittiioonnss  

 
 

(More)                                                          

 

 

http://www.pogeepakistan.com/
http://lngamericas.cwclng.com/
http://events.cbichina.com/con/AUGS/index.html
http://www.indocbm2010.iee-c.com/
http://www.lng16.org/index.html
http://www.globalpipelinecongress.com/photogallery/galleryhome2.htm
http://www.neoventurecorp.com/2010/oac/
http://www.neo-edge.com/events/event.php?fld=eu&page=eu_39&event=Gas_LNG_Contract&venue=Dubai&date=10-13_May_2010
http://www.neo-edge.com/events/event.php?fld=eu&page=eu_39&event=Gas_LNG_Contract&venue=Dubai&date=10-13_May_2010
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WWhh yy   dd ii dd   tt hh ee   cc hh ii cc kk ee nn   cc rr oo ss ss   tt hh ee   rr oo aa dd ??  

(Members are invited to share information and ideas. However, the Editor has the right to accept or reject for publication) 

 MMeemmbbeerrssôô  CCoorrnneerr  

Kindergarten teacher : To get to the other side. 
 
Plato    : It is the nature of chickens to cross roads. 
 
Karl Marx   :    It was a historical inevitability. 
 
Saddam Hussein  :    This was an unprovoked act of rebellion and we were    
                                                 justified in dropping 50 tons of nerve gas on it. 
 
Ronald Reagan  :   I forget. 
 
Bill Clinton   :   I did not have an improper relationship with that chicken. 
 
Richard Nixon  :   The chicken did not cross the road. I repeat the chicken   
                                                           did NOT cross the road. 
 
Captain James Kirk  :   To boldly go where no chicken has gone before. 
 
Hippocrates   :   Because of an excess of phlegm in its pancreas. 
 
Louis Farrakhan   :   The road, you see, represents the black man. The    
                                                           chicken ócrossedô the road in order to trample him and  

                                    keep him down. 
 
Martin Luther King Jr. :   I envision a world where all chickens will be free to cross  

roads without having their motives being called into 
question. 

 
Moses    :   And God came down from heaven, and he said unto the   

chicken, ñThou shalt cross the road.ò And the chicken 
crossed the road, and there was much rejoicing. 

 
Fox Mulder    :   You saw it cross the road with your own eyes. How many    

more chickens have to cross the road before you believe 
it? 

 
Machiavelli   :   The point is that the chicken crossed the road.    

Who cares why? The end of crossing the road justifies 
whatever motive there was. 

 
Jerry Seinfeld  :   Why does anyone cross the road? 

     I mean, why doesnôt anyone ever think to ask, ñWhat the   
                         heck was the chicken doing walking around all over the 

place,  anyway?ò 
 

(Continued in the next page) 
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Freud    :  The fact that you are at all concerned that   
                                                           the chicken crossed the road reveals your  
                                                           underlying sexual insecurity. 

 
Bill Gates   :  I have just released the new Chicken  

                        Office 2000, which will not only cross the 
road, but will lay eggs, file your important 
documents, and balance your 
chequebook. 

 
Oliver Stone    :  The question is not, ñWhy did the chicken   

                        cross the road?ò. Rather, it is, ñWho is 
crossing the road at the same time, whom 
we overlooked in our haste to observe the 
chicken crossing. 

 
Darwin    :  Chickens, over great periods of time, have    

                        been naturally selected in such a way that 
they are genetically disposed to 
crossroads.  

 
Einstein    :  Whether the chicken crossed the road or  
                                                           the road move beneath the chicken  
      depends upon your frame of reference. 
 
Ralph Waldo Emerson :  The chicken did not cross the road. It   
                                                           transcended it. 
 
Ernest Hemingway  :  To die. In the rain. 
 
Colonel Sanders  :  I missed one? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 Malaysian Gas Association (MGA) 
Etiqa Twins, 

Level 20, 
Tower 1, 

No.11 Jalan Pinang, 
50450 Kuala Lumpur. 

 
 

PHONE: 
603-2171 3500 

 
FAX: 

603-2171 3535 
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We’re on the Web! 
See us at: Click here 

www.malaysiangas.com 

http://portal.malaysiangas.com/

